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Special Report #3 by David Wang, 20 June 2008

Sichuan Earthquake & CCAL’s Response

So what is CCAL? And what did they do at the earthquakéy were they welcome by the
victims, as well as by other NGOs, and even the soldimifficials?

When | shared with friends about the earthquake and Chinsti@hs’ ActionLove (CCAL), none
have heard of this group. “How did they come about?” gllegsked.

Four years ago we learned about a spontaneous, rapigiexpdd Christianity amongst the urbane,
professional, business entrepreneurs, artists, mediarpel, and even officials and Communist
Party members. They were generally known as the Thitadd (differentiating themselves from
China’s Three Self Official Church, and its antagonispicre¢erpart, the rural house church
movement). We decided that we must connect with théf.soon started meeting Third Church
leaders in various major cities of China. One thing comamongst these new Christian leaders,
they wished to grow, and to connect. Not only did thaptwo relate with leaders of other cities,
they would also love to connect with the Body of Ghnisrldwide. And they trust Asian
Outreach, to help pull them together.

Thus we expanded one of our China Ministry departments, Bhage. At that time ChinaBridge
had just brought all the “International Churches” in Chmaetwork together. We now took on the
task of uniting the Third Church.

In the first gathering, held in Hong Kong in
December 2006, 30 Third Church leaders met. First
things first, they identified their Core Values:
Kingdom First

Bible Based

Five Fold Ministries

Equipping the Saints

Abundant Life

Establish the Church

Bless the Society

NooakwhNpE

Second time around in April 2007, close to 60 leaders wetedhbg Wenzhou Church. Wenzhou
is known, even to the officials, as “The Jerusaler@luha.”

Two outcomes were significant;
1. As awhole, the Third Church of China adopted the seven-Qoirg Values
2. They concluded they would prefer to be formally knowtiTdee City House Church
movement.”

By then, a good number of the leaders were enrolleayipost-graduate, systematic, theological
and leadership program.
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While attending a Global Christian History & Perspezsicourse in February 2008, the leaders
repented of their lack of social concern. For jusheprevious week, during the Lunar New Year
holidays, China was hit by a series of massive, prolongeslstoons. The nation’s transportation
infrastructure was paralyzed. Hundreds of millions of Cleidésw Year travelers were stranded.
Most were poverty-stricken migrant workers, trying to lg@me to celebrate the festival. It was
disastrous and sad. The Church did not respond at all.

The leaders pledged then, in the future, when China
suffers a disaster they would mobilize their follogver
to boldly and effectively come forward to serve the
people in need.

In fact, in April, one of them, a medical professob J
Huang met with the Ministry of Civil Affairs,
informing the officials of this pledge. It was most
welcome by Beijing.

Then the earthquake hit. Within the first 24 hours, the
Third Church leaders, and their members converged at
the disaster zone. Before long, hundreds of them had
gathered. Because many of these leaders and their
members are medical personnel, and other
professionals, they were immediately licensed by
China’s Red Cross and other officials.

They pulled out thousands of victims from the
rubble

They gave tons and tons of food and supplies

They treated the wounded and even delivered six babies

They slept and cooked and lived with the victims

Above all, the Church, under the banner of China

Christians’ ActionLove (CCAL), was able to bring

comfort and joy

Professor Huang reported:

- In some villages, we were able to comfort even theyPart
Chief, and promised that we would return to help him
rebuild lives
In most cases, we cried, and laughed together with the
people
We blessed the children, and particularly the orphans
We prayed for the volunteers
The locals again and again thanked us...

And their most common statement is, “You are so
different!”

Our prayer is that our difference can mean Eternity to
these devastated people!
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Now the different house church groups from more than lésate joined in fellowship.
ActionLove has pulled them together and there are twormaojects we wish to support:
o0 Bibles for Sichuan Earthquake
o Community & Family Harmony Centres

1. Bibles for Sichuan

ActionLove has always obtained a special permissiqaritd

and distribute Bibles in disasters, such as the EasaCGHood,
and in the AIDs villages of Henan. This time, in theleguake,
the believers have all lost their Bibles. The nefidvers should
be given one. We are applying for permission to print and
distribute a first lot of 20,000 Bibles (with a Special &toA

Gift from Loving Brothers & Sisters). The cost per cipy
HK$25.00. Together with the Church in China, we are aiming
to print and distribute 100,000 copies altogether. The Bibles
will be handled by the Third Church and Three Self Bible
School students who are dispatched to Sichuan for t@msr
internship.

2. Community & Family Harmony Centres

Immediately after the quake, ActionLove has conducted peoial, three-day workshops on “Post
Trauma Counseling & Healing.” Altogether more than 120 Thirdr€inleaders, workers and
local pastors of Sichuan were trained. Many are nowgathe Sichuan.

We are requested to do at least 10 more such
three-day intensive counseling seminars.

The participants pay for their travel, we
subsidize room and board. Each three day
seminar, including materials and specialists
from abroad costs around HK$40,000.

The outcome is that China’s Church, both
leaders and lay, will be empowered to
“Connect & Care” with their communities.
And that eventually permanent “Community
& Family Harmony Centres” will be
established in the rebuilding process of
Sichuan.

For information about partnering with, or supporting China’s Thir€hurch, Asian
Outreach China or its social services arm, ActionLove, pleasatact Helen Taylor:
helent@asianoutreach.org
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